A polydiagnostic and dimensional comparison of epileptic psychoses and schizophrenia spectrum disorders.
After establishing the validity of the Japanese version of the Operational Criteria Checklist for Psychotic Illness (OPCRIT), we applied it to 58 consecutive patients with epileptic psychoses (index group) and to age- and sex-matched controls with schizophrenia spectrum disorders (control group). Compared with the control group, the index group had a low family history of schizophrenia, high premorbid personality disorder and unemployment, abrupt or acute onset of psychosis, good recovery with single or multiple episodes, and low deterioration from a premorbid level of function. From 9% to 52% of the index group and 38% to 84% of the control group were diagnosed with schizophrenia according to the operational criteria used. The percentages of patients diagnosed with schizophrenia based on various diagnostic criteria in the two groups were similar. In the index group, a diagnosis of schizophrenia was more commonly made among patients with inter-ictal psychosis than among those with post-ictal psychosis. An exploratory factor analysis identified five factor solutions of manic, negative, depressive, vegetative, and positive symptoms. Although positive and negative factor values were lower in the index group than in the control group, the two groups shared a similar factor profile. These results indicate that the difference in symptomatology between the two groups was quantitative rather than qualitative.